
Michelle Helm   

My Goals as an AJSA Board Member 

261363 a six digit number that has virtually no meaning to most people. To many this is 
just an arrangement of millions of combinations of numbers. This code means so much more to 
me. This represent a lifestyle, a passion, and an organization that has helped shape me into who I 
am today. 261363 is my membership number for the American Junior Simmental Association 
and had been the key that has opened a door of endless possibilities.  

Kristin Martz once said, “We lose ourselves in the things we love, we find ourselves 
there, too.” Since I was old enough to walk I have been apart of my families cattle operation. 
From checking cows with my dad to the first time I stepped into the show ring I have always had 
a passion for the cattle industry. I attended my first stock show when I was two weeks old and 
never turned back. My first show calf was a bottle calf that I proudly displayed at my local show. 
From then I showed Angus and Simmental cattle. At the 2009 Tulsa State Fair I was able to 
purchase a percentage Simmental heifer and start my career within the Simmental industry. 
Through this passion I have been able to grow as a person, grow my cattle herd, and grow my 
opportunities and experiences.  

My goals as an AJSA Board of Trustees member would be to help push the breed 
forward and advance not only Simmental genetics but its members as well. Over the past few 
years I have been able to network with juniors and breeders from across the nation and gain 
priceless knowledge from these individuals. The Simmental industry has welcomed me with 
open arms and made me feel right at home. Through this industry I have been able to travel the 
nation doing the thing that I love with the people I love. This is an opportunity for me to develop 
my own passion as well as igniting it in younger members.  

One goal I have if I was selected as a board of trustee’s member would be the startup of a 
new program for junior members. Currently there is not an award in place based on the herd and 
genetics that a junior member has in their possession. The American Junior Shorthorn 
Association does a similar program titled the All-American. I feel like this would be an excellent 
resource to honor and acknowledge members that have exceeded in expanding their Simmental 
herd. This would also encourage members to continue to raise and stay involved in the 
Simmental industry into their later years.  

If elected to this office, over the next two years I would hope to help expand and better 
the members of this organization. Being surrounded by this industry on a daily basis I have seen 
the impact it can have on the lives of its participants. My goals would be to help members grow 
in both their professional and personal life while promoting the breed we all hold very dear. 
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for this prestigious position.  
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To whom it may concern: 

It is my pleasure to provide this letter of recommendation for Ms. Michelle Helm.  I first met 

Michelle when I started to serve as her FFA advisor in Geary.  She quickly showed that she was 

outgoing and enthusiastic.  She always was willing to do whatever was needed and never would stop 

until all the work was complete.  She was a natural leader in which other FFA members were always 

willing to listen and follow her guidance.  She was a person who was friendly to all and accepted 

everyone no matter what the differences would be.  I found that she was a key ingredient to us having 

a successful chapter at Geary. 

I also quickly became aquainted with Michelles love and passion for showing and raising 

quality Simmental cattle.  On numerous occasions I visited her home to check on her projects and I 

was always taken back by her knowledge of the cow herd she had, as well as her plans to develop and 

grow it into higher quality.  Having the opportunity to work with her at shows I found that she always 

exhibited true sportsmanship as well as a friendly and helpful nature.  She was willing to help others 

with getting their cattle ready or offer great showmanship advice.  In the ring she was always on point 

exhibiting her cattle and they would always catch the judges eye.  I find that she has a true knack of 

being a great cattle woman. 

I highly recommend Michelle for the Simmental board of trustees as I feel she is definitely an 

asset and would help to promote this great breed further.  She is very well respected and admired by 

her peers and she is always outgoing towards bringing others to the Simmental breed.  Please feel 

free to call me with any questions you may have. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Clay Drake 

Guthrie FFA Advisor and Instructor 

(405)334-1613 

 



Jeff White

OKSSA President
922 S. Grand
Cherokee, OK 73728
Phone: 580.596.3245

May 30,2015

American Simmental Association
1 Simmental Way
Bozeman, MT 59715-9733

To: American Simmental Association
Board of Trustees Selection Committee

I am honored to be asked to write a letter of recommendation for Michelle Helm as she applies
for the position of South Central Trustee. I have enjoyed watching Michelle throughout her
years as a member of the Oklahoma Junior Simmental Simbrah Association, as well as watching
her grow and mature into an outstanding young woman.

I have witnessed firsthand Michelle's commitment to the Simmental Breed, and the culmination
of much hard work over the years...with outstanding results! As shown by her resume and list
of activities, she has not only been extremely successful in her many years of showing livestock
and FFA activities, but also has shown a remarkable commitment to her community. A project
that stands in the forefront of Michelle's senior year, was her commitment to the Backpack For
Kids Program, where she made a sizeable contribution from her heifer project.

Michelle has clearly set high academic goals for herself, maintaining excellent grades throughout
high school and her freshman year at Oklahoma State University. I believe without question that
she will continue on this path while she pursues her degree in Animal Science. Her leadership
qualities speak for themselves. In March of this year, Michelle was asked to judge the Sunglo
Heifer Showmanship Contest at the Oklahoma Youth Expo. She placed first in the Interview
Contest at the 2014 AJSA National Classic. I have personally watched Michelle at numerous
stock shows, and know without a doubt that she is a "hands on" kind of young lady. She does
her own work, and I have watched her mentor the younger members who look up to her.

In closing, let me add that Michelle's accomplishments are outstanding...and I look forward to
watching more of the same in the years to come. Michelle is someone you would be proud to
know both now and in the future. As president of the Oklahoma Simmental Simbrah
Association,I am proud to ask for your consideration of Michelle Helm for the South Central
Trustee Position.

Jeff White
President, OKSSA
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