
Raising cattle runs through my veins; it wasn’t until the last few years that I realized 
the injustice the ag industry faces, an injustice that is unmerited simply because of those 
who work hard to combat propaganda that is strategically placed by disapproving 
organizations such as HSUS and PETA. I plan to obtain a degree in agriculture business and 
communications so that I can further my education and become equipped with the tools 
needed to fight the misconceptions. Upon graduating, I will enter into the field of 
agribusiness/ag communications to work as an advocate for this industry and share the 
true agriculture message. 

There’s a poem that has come to encompass my life. This anonymous poet talks 
about the importance of cattle ranching and why it matters. But the words that pull at my 
heartstrings are these, “the most important lessons helping values grow so strong, / Come 
from loving cattle and passing that tradition on.” These lines form the foundation of my 
career goal: to share with others the true agriculture story. Being a member of the AJSA 
Board of Trustees can only help me advance towards that goal.  

I know for a fact that my love for cattle and specifically the Simmental breed is 
rooted deep within the American Junior Simmental Association. I still remember stepping 
out of the truck in Columbus, Indiana in 2009 when we arrived at my very first National 
Classic. I had my heifers ready and I felt prepared for the educational contests, but at the 
same time I had absolutely no idea what I was in for.  Having only shown within the state of 
Arkansas until that point, I was overwhelmed at the magnitude of the National Classic. 
Countless memories were made that trip. However, when I was awarded High Point First-
Time Exhibitor in the Junior Division, a fire became ignited. As an 11 year old, I looked at 
my parents post-banquet and said “I want to win a cowbell.” Now, having won the 
Intermediate Division in 2012 and 2014, I realize that there is so much more to the AJSA. 
Every day when I see my cowbell sitting on the table in the foyer, I am fulfilled.  Not 
because of my winnings, but because of all the memories it sends flooding back.   

Since 2009, the friendships I have made while attending AJSA events are 
irreplaceable. Some of my fondest memories come from these road trips with my family 
across the country each summer with a trailer in tow. My first year I took part in the 
mentor program; that experience has always influenced my admiration for the trustees. I 
finally feel like I am experienced enough to take on that role. It sounds cliché, but I want to 
to give my time back to the AJSA. The association truly has molded me into the leader that I 
am today.   

As an AJSA trustee, my number one goal will be to serve as a reliable trustee and for 

younger members to feel comfortable to ask me for advice or help. I will be readily able to 

assist any members at all times (not just during AJSA events). I will also strive to be a 

productive, inventive board member who will bring new ideas to the table. Not only would 

a place on the board benefit my own leadership skills, but it would allow me to share my 

knowledge and experience with other junior members; I cannot think of a better outlet. The 

experience I could gain in the two years of service on the board is hard to comprehend. I 

have no doubts that a place on the AJSA Board of Trustees would be one in a million. 



 
May 28, 2015 

 
 

Dear Selection Committee, 
 

I am proud to recommend Kylee Sigmon for consideration to be a board 

member for the American Junior Simmental Association. She exemplifies 
what a board member should be in my opinion. She was instrumental in 
reestablishing the Arkansas Junior Simmental Association after it had 

become inactive due to a lack of leadership for a number of years. She has 
served as the Arkansas Junior Simmental Association President and held 

various board positions over the last few years. Her hard work, dedication, 
and leadership have enabled the association to flourish the last 6 years. 

Kylee worked hard organizing and working on the 2012 South Central 

Regional held in Fayetteville, Arkansas. She helped raise money, gathered 
door prizes, organized fun events, and was responsible for obtaining 

volunteers to judge the various satellite events. Her hard work and dedication 
to the Regional made the event a huge success. 

 I have known Kylee since meeting her at our first AJSA field day that 

we held in 2009 at Fayetteville, AR. She has an outgoing personality and is a 
leader amongst her peers.  Kylee has been involved in the Simmental breed 
her entire life and has been building her own Simmental herd since she was 

very young. She has taken an active role in her FFA chapter, Arkansas 
Junior Cattlemen’s Association, and Arkansas Junior Simmental Association 

serving as an officer for all of these organizations. She has set a positive 
example for younger members and strengthened the organizations thru her 
involvement as a member. 

Kylee is a recent graduate of Berryville High School where she was the  
class salutatorian, amongst various other honors that she received. She will 
be attending the University of Arkansas this fall where she plans to continue 

her education in agriculture. She would be a great asset to the American 
Junior Simmental Association board and I hope that you will strongly 

consider her for a position on the board.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Clayton Whittmore 

President, Arkansas Simmental Simbrah Association  



 

 

 

May 15, 2015 

Dear Selection Committee,  

Kylee Sigmon is a vibrant young leader in the Simmental business.  Kylee works hard 

to accomplish her life goals and dreams.  I have had the distinct honor of working with 

Kylee in the Arkansas Jr. Cattlemen’s Association where she has been a board member 

and officer for several years.    

Kylee exhibits exceptional leadership skills. Whether it is leading a group of officers or 

a committee to plan an event like our state leadership conference, to organizing her 

peers into completing certain tasks at our annual fundraiser cattle show or awards 

program, I have always found Kylee to be willing to jump in, do her part and more.  

More importantly, I have been able to assign Kylee important jobs and trust that they 

will be completed to my specifics and standards.  She has never disappointed me.   

Kylee Sigmon is a young lady who has made great achievements.  These awards and 

accolades have been much deserved.  She works hard with her livestock projects from 

working daily with her show cattle to carefully making breeding decisions to leading 

livestock related youth development groups like AJCA and the Arkansas Jr. Simmental 

Association.  In all of her cattle related organizations & projects, Kylee’s shows a 

strong work ethic, determination, dedication and commitment to her many and varied 

responsibilities. 

Kylee is constantly promoting the positive message of our beef industry by advocating 

for agriculture.  Kylee promotes all aspects of livestock related youth development 

organizations that include the following:  livestock and life skill educational 

experiences, leadership development, and developing lifelong friendships.  Be it in her 

actions or her words, Kylee is a role model to her peers and a mentor to younger 

livestock enthusiasts.   

Kylee Sigmon is will be an excellent and enthusiastic National Jr. Simmental 

Association Board.    You will not find a better, more qualified person for this position. 

Sincerely,  

 
Michelle Rieff 
AJCA State Director 

Michelle Rieff, State Director 

9200 Mason Valley Road 

Bentonville, AR  72712     

michellerieff@aol.com  479.936.1685 

mailto:michellerieff@aol.com


BERRYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
902 W. Trimble 

Berryville, AR 72616 
(870) 480-4620 

 
To Whom It May Concern:                                                       May 9, 2015 
 
I write today to recommend Ms. Kylee Sigmon for the American Jr. Simmental Association 
Board of Trustees. I had Kylee, a former senior at Berryville High School, as a student for three 
different courses.  As such, I feel confident in my assessment of her abilities and character.  With 
that in mind, I offer my highest recommendation on Kylee’s behalf. 
 
Kylee has consistently set herself apart from her peers in various ways.  Her classroom 
performance is always at or near the top in every subject across a broad and challenging 
curriculum.  She always produces the highest quality of work and is driven to be the best at 
whatever she does.  Moreover, her leadership capabilities are off the charts.  She is an office 
holder for several clubs and her peers consistently look to her and defer to her judgment on key 
matters. She is competent, professional, organized, intrinsically motivated, and yet maintains a 
great deal of common sense and a sharp wit. 
 
Most importantly, Kylee is a quality person.  I trust her.  I have left my five year old daughter in 
Kylee’s care.  There are few high school students that I would trust in that manner.  But her 
maturity is well beyond her years.  It seems cliché to call her “well-rounded,” but you would 
have to look hard to find a person who represents the term better.  I have no doubt that these 
qualities are deeply rooted and will translate seamlessly to the college life and her future 
career.  An investment in the life of Kylee Sigmon will be well worth it.  I truly believe that no 
matter where she lands in the future she will have a positive and profound effect on the lives 
entrusted to her supervision. 
 
For these reasons, and upon my highest recommendation, please give Kylee the closest 
consideration when selecting board members.  Please do not hesitate to contact me further 
regarding Kylee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
 

Matthew Sayer 
1008 E. College 
Berryville, AR 72616 
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