
My Goals as an AJSA Trustee 

Kiersten Jass 

 Ever since I was involved in the novice program at AJSA events, I have always 
admired and respected those who have been fortunate enough to become an AJSA 
trustee.  I watched my sister actively serve as a trustee and longed for the day that I 
could follow in her footsteps. I am eager to become more actively involved within 
the organization, I will work to promote the Simmental breed on all levels, 
encourage youth participation, and strive to be an excellent representative of the 
North Central Region. 
  
 We are fortunate to have such a wonderful organization with many activities 
and opportunities available for the youth.  One of my goals is to promote the junior 
activities and participation at all levels.  It is my desire to see our youth involvement 
continually grow in numbers, as we are the future leaders of our association. 
The educational contests and leadership activities that are offered provide the 
chance to gain valuable knowledge of the industry and the opportunity to form life 
long bonds with fellow peers who share common interests.   I am sure that many 
AJSA members become some of the most well respected and knowledgeable leaders 
in our industry.  By encouraging the youth to take advantage of these experiences 
and having the trustees readily available to help an all aspects, I believe that 
excitement for participation can be attained. 
 
 As an AJSA trustee I feel it is important to stay connected with the region that 
you are representing.  Communication with fellow members is key.   By working 
together we can provide an environment that encourages ideas and needs to be 
shared.  The involvement between the trustees and their regions will help ensure 
that questions, concerns and insights will be heard.  The trustees take pride in the 
service that they provide and I believe want only the best for their fellow members.  
I am certain that as a trustee I will work to keep the lines of communication open 
between the board and fellow Simmental members. 
  
 I believe it is an exciting time to be involved in the Simmental Association 
and would work hard as a trustee to promote our exceptional organization.  It is 
through teamwork with the trustees, senior board and fellow members that we can 
ensure the future of our breed will continue to grow and flourish.  There is no doubt 
in my mind that the AJSA trustees play a very important role in the future of the 
Simmental breed.  I believe serving in a leadership role as a trustee would be the 
perfect opportunity to give back to the organization that has greatly influenced my 
life. 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
May 11, 2015 
 
 
Hannah Wine, Youth Coordinator 
American Junior Simmental Association 
1 Simmental Way 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
 
 
Dear Hannah, 
 
It is indeed an honor, and certainly a pleasure to recommend Kiersten Jass as a North Central trustee candidate for the 
American Junior Simmental Association (AJSA) board. I have had the opportunity work with Kiersten through the 
Iowa Junior Simmental program and I am continually impressed with her livestock knowledge, her leadership and her 
work ethic. 
 
Kiersten has been a member of the Iowa junior association for many years. She is serving her second term on the Iowa 
junior Simmental board and has been the secretary for the last two years. Kiersten is a valuable leader in our state 
program. I have been able to count on her for a variety of projects including gathering ideas from her peers, handling 
dues and IJSA Rung-Out-Syndicate money and being our ‘go-to’ person for awards procurement. She never hesitates 
at any task. She is a team player, a leader and she possesses that old-fashion work ethic, we’ve have always prized in 
rural Iowa. 
 
Additionally, I have had the chance to see Kiersten work as one of the Simmental breed representatives on the Iowa 
Junior Beef Breeds organization for the last two years. I believe she carries the same dedication, active involvement 
and enthusiasm to that organization as well. 
 
Kiersten has a friendly smile and a cheerful attitude. You’ll find young and old alike stopping to visit with her as she 
prepares her heifers at the many shows that she and her family attend. 
 
Kiersten sets high expectations for herself and is well on her way to success. I feel she will be a leader in agriculture 
in the coming years. She would strive to represent opinions of the members in her region and would be a valuable 
addition to the AJSA board. 
 
If you have any further questions about Kiersten’s abilities and character, please feel free to contact me at 
(641) 751-0737 or kellie.a.carolan@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kellie Carolan, Advisor 
Iowa Junior Simmental Association 



May 27, 2015 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 I am writing this letter for my recommendation of Kiersten Jass to run for the AJSA 

Board of Trustees. I have known the Jass Family for many years and have a great 

appreciation for their commitment to the Simmental business and their support of the 

Junior program. In the past couple years I have gotten to know Kiersten and have gained 

an immense amount of respect for her work ethic in our Iowa Association. Her 

leadership skills are second to none as she is already getting involved with planning 

efforts of the National Classic that will be held in Des Moines in 2016. As a past trustee I 

would love to see Kiersten get that experience as I truly enjoyed my experience and 

cannot think of a better individual! I feel that she would be a great asset to the 

leadership of our great Breed Association and am very proud to recommend this young 

woman.  

 

Eric Gerdes 
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