
My Goals As An AJSA Trustee 

 

 Having been involved with the AJSA for 14 years, I have seen and experienced first-hand the 

progress that had been made through the influence of strong and influential leaders as AJSA Trustees. 

As a trustee, I have confidence that I will continue on with this tradition by bringing not only my passion 

for Simmental cattle and our youth organization, but also my team-working and people skills. My goals 

as a trustee include continuing to promote the Simmental breed and the AJSA. Even though the Board of 

Trustees is already made up of young people that are seen as role models to their peers and younger 

members alike, another one of my goals as a trustee would be to put more emphasis on this particular 

facet by becoming ever more involved with the youth side of this industry. These younger members are 

the future of the AJSA, ASA and the Simmental breed in general. Over the years, I have noticed the 

increased involvement with the younger members through the influence of the Mentorship program. I 

participated in the Mentorship program as a younger member and my Mentor inspired me to pass on 

that friendship and leadership as an older member. I will continue to use my enthusiasm for the breed 

and our youth as a role model by staying involved as a Mentor and taking a step beyond and becoming a 

trustee.  As a trustee, I would also encourage the expansion of several projects already in place. 

Although the AJSA is already a thriving organization, I feel that it can continue to grow and become an 

even better organization that it already is. Another one of my goals as an AJSA trustee would be to 

become more involved and encourage heavier promotion of the Simmental breed in the production 

industry.  I would like to see more light shed on this key attribute of our breed and promote Simmentals 

as a versatile breed that fit into practically every operation. 

 





June 1, 2015 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hannah Wine, 
 
It is a pleasure to provide a letter supporting Ms. Joelle Sylvester’s application for the AJSA 
board member position.  Joelle and her family farm just down the road from us and I feel it is 
easy to provide such support for someone like her.  She is what agriculture stands for:  
optimistic, hard worker, friendly and a promising young leader.  I have been privileged to work 
with Joelle as a member of the Kansas Junior Simmental Association and I have never been 
disappointed with her desire to learn and work ethic.  Last year she and the KJSA junior board 
were in charge of the North Central Regional Simmental Show held in Hutchinson, Kansas.  The 
junior board put on a first class event and I appreciate all the work that Joelle personally put 
forth.  This experience should give her the necessary tools to help with the many junior activities 
that are outlined in this internship. 
 
Not only does she work hard in the classroom, but her extracurricular activities include a long 
list of time consuming duties.  Being a member of a club or organization is not good enough, she 
has been active and provides leadership for most of them.  Joelle will give more of herself than is 
asked. 
 
I am very proud of Joelle and without any hesitation I recommend her for this position. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Schaake 
Associate Professor 
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