
My goals as an AJSA Trustee 

All throughout my life there have been influential people affecting the decisions I make. 
Every decision I ever made was based on the way those people had helped to shape me as an 
individual. Those people ranged anywhere from my parents to my 4H leaders to my FFA 
advisors. However, there was one group of people who really influenced my view on the 
Simmental cattle industry; The AJSA Trustees. 

The first time I met one of the trustees, I didn’t actually know he was a trustee. I met him 
through the mentoring program and instantly adored him. He was dressed casually and seemed 
so smart, kind and helpful.  Since it was my first year, I found him to be full of knowledge and 
would seek him out to ask any question that crossed my mind.  It was about the third day or so of 
Nationals that I discovered he was a trustee. I had thought of another question to ask, but 
couldn’t find him anywhere. I ran all around the show barn looking for my new friend but was 
extremely surprised to find he wasn’t in the show barns, but instead at the show arena, dressed in 
a fancy outfit and helping move cattle.  Saddened that it seemed my new friend was too busy for 
me, I walk back to my stalls to help prepare my cattle for the show.   

When I later asked what he had been doing and why, he explained his role as a trustee. 
My adoration instantly grew and I quickly realized, I wanted to do that too.   

I have been in a position of leadership since the day I joined my 4H club. From being 
president of my 4H club and FFA Chapter to being on the MJSA Junior board, I have 
experienced so much in way of responsibility and dedication to doing what I hold a passion for.  
In becoming a trustee, I would not only be furthering these experiences, but doing so in the 
environment I love most. I will be able to impact others as some have impacted me in the same 
way. Through experiences such as the Summit Leadership Conference, I have come to better 
know the responsibilities and wide ranging influences the trustees have on individuals. I have 
come to better know the current trustees and find that I admire specific qualities in each of these 
people. My greatest desire is to make a positive impact on others the way they have on me. 

The trustees are known for their dedication; dedication to furthering our industry, 
inspiring others and simply getting the job done. They are constructive, encouraging, and always 
presentable.  They travel worldwide to promote our breed and accomplish the many purposes of 
our association.  And finally, they are constantly improving themselves as public speakers, 
business conductors, and individuals.  Quite simply put, I want to be a part of this inspirational 
role. I want to put my skills to the test, and use them for the betterment of our industry.  I can 
affect those independent organizations, groups, and families that are a part of my life. I can 
influence the route at which our industry travels and grows through the youth involved in 
agriculture.  The future lies in the hands of the next generation, and therefore we must tread 
boldly to insure that our industry stays strong in its foundation.  It is my greatest desire to stand 
for my part in this inspiring task.  
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AJSA Board of Trustee Selection Committee: 
 
Please accept this as a formal letter of recommendation in support of Rebekah Temte's 
application for an AJSA Board of Trustee position.  I have known Rebekah for many 
years and can truthfully state that she is a deserving candidate that you will be proud to 
have as an example of your ideal AJSA Trustee.  
 
During the time that I have known Rebekah, it has become apparent to me that she is 
an example of a good citizen who is committed to academics, as well as to growing in 
her professional life while also helping others. Rebekah has been highly involved in the 
Simmental breed in the state of Missouri for many years both as a breeder and a junior 
member. Words like determination, leadership, and dedication come to mind when I 
think of Rebekah. She is always willing to volunteer for junior activities, takes pride in 
the cattle that she breeds and exhibits, and always willing to lend a helping hand to 
other junior members. I believe only a select few juniors have the unique combination of 
personality, desire, and drive to make a difference as a Junior Trustee, and Rebekah is 
certainly at the top of those select few.  
 
As strong as her background is in the cattle industry, she is also highly involved in many 
other activities in both her school and community, and I believe she is a very well 
rounded candidate. It has been a pleasure to watch her grow both personally and 
professionally and now it is an honor to recommend her for a position on the AJSA 
Board of Trustees.  
 
I have a great deal of respect for her and am proud to be able to provide this letter of 
recommendation. Please let me know if you have any questions or if you would like to 
speak with me in more detail about why Rebekah deserves consideration for this 
position, feel free to call me at (816) 582-9966 or contact me via email at 
shoalcreekcattle@aol.com. 
 
 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
Ed Rule 
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