
My goals as an AJSA Trustee 

Kelsey Powers-Barb 

I have been involved with the Simmental association most of my life and not only have I enjoyed the 

cattle I also enjoy the people involved with the organization.   Over the years I have enjoyed spreading 

the word about Simmental cattle and how important it is to support the juniors.   This is very near and 

dear to my heart, because without the juniors the seniors would come to an end! 

This is my first year to run as an AJSA Trustee, and look forward to making sure that everyone knows the 

Simmental Cattle and the junior organization.  I really feel that we have a great organization that is going 

in a great direction; we need to continue the direction.  One of the main things that we need to do is to 

get the word out that we have one the best groups around.  There is no other cattle group that does so 

much for the juniors to make sure that they are ready to become a senior member.  While at the classics 

I am required to participate in all of the contest, as it rounds us out as a junior.  I know that I am able to 

talk about my cows and sell them to whoever will listen.  This is very important to me to encourage 

other kids to know that when you participate in a contest, it really is for you to assist you in learning. 

My first goal, I would like to see more interaction between the participants at the Classic and Nationals.  

This is where you are able to make friends that will last you a life time from all over the country.  In the 

past we have played games, eaten and talked as a group which has given us fond memories. 

My second goal would be to get all of the juniors to be more involved with the show and the different 

contest.  If you think about it they are all to make each and every one of us better cattle breeders.  With 

Judging you are learning what makes a good heifer/bull and how to talk about them to another breeder. 

Sales talk, what a better way to learn how to sell cattle, which in the long run will help you make money. 

Public Speaking, not my favorite, but I must say I have learned a lot and how to stand up and speak to 

strangers.  And last but not least there is the Cattlemen’s Quiz, these are items that you really know, but 

don’t realize, with cattle you need to know the different illness and how to take care of the cattle. 

My third goal would be to attend different state meetings to encourage other kids to come and join us 

for one of the greatest learning experiences you can come by with a passion for Simmental cattle by all 

of the attendees. 

So to sum up my goals to be an AJSA Trustee, I want everyone to know that we have one of the greatest 

organizations with great support from the senior members. I really feel that the improvement needs to 

come from all juniors and getting the word out about what one could learn if you take advantage of the 

opportunity.  

 

 

 



Steve Zirkle 
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May 20, 2014 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I would like to take this opportunity to nominate Kelsey Powers-Barb for the AJSA Board of Trustee 

Position. Kelsey has been involved with the Simmental Breed and the Dairy Industry for most of her life, 

started showing at the age of three.   

Over the years I have known Kelsey, I have seen her leadership abilities grow and shine.  She is a 

member of the Virginia Junior Simmental Association, Virginia Junior Holstein Association, and is a 

volunteer for the Shenandoah County 4-H clubs now that she is no longer a member. 

I have known Kelsey for many years and on different levels.  I first got to know her through her 

involvement with the 4-H dairy club.  She has always conducted herself in a professional way in and out 

of the show ring.  Even if she did not receive the placing she thought she deserved, she showed 

sportsmanship and maturity by congratulating those ahead of her.  She has continued to conduct herself 

in a professional manner since leaving the 4-H program.  Kelsey has held many different offices within 4-

H and the Virginia Simmental association.  She has also assisted with arranging different learning clinics 

for both organizations, such as fitting, showmanship and the cattlemen’s quiz, this was one that even 

the senior members learned from.   

Kelsey has always enjoyed all parts of the Agricultural industry and is passionate about educating and 

assisting the younger generation. I highly recommend Kelsey for a seat on the AJSA Board.  She is a very 

deserving young lady with a bright future. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Zirkle 
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May 23, 2014 
 
 
 
TO:  American Junior Simmental Association Board of Trustees 
 
FR:  Carol B. Nansel, Extension Agent, 4-H     
 
RE:  Kelsey Powers-Barb 
 
I am happy to recommend Kelsey Powers-Barb for a position on the American Junior 
Simmental Association Board of Trustees. I have known Kelsey since she first joined 4-
H many years ago.  As long as I can remember, she has been involved with the 
Simmental breed and with the dairy industry.  Most recently, Kelsey has added Boer 
goats to her repertoire.  
 
Kelsey has been an active member of the Shenandoah County 4-H Dairy Club, and the 
Shenandoah County 4-H Goat Club.  Kelsey held leadership positions in both clubs and 
worked well with her peers, with younger members and with the adult volunteers in the 
club.  Now that she has graduated from the 4-H program, Kelsey has been available as 
a volunteer to help with 4-H’ers and 4-H activities. 
 
I have had a chance to see Kelsey working with her animals and showing at the County 
Fair over the years.  She is an accomplished showman who is giving of her time and 
talents to assist others.  In particular, I have observed Kelsey helping the younger, 
inexperienced members learn what to do to get their animals ready, and to show them 
in the ring. 
 
I think Kelsey Powers-Barb would be a good addition to the American Junior Simmental 
Association Board of Trustees.  I hope you will give her due consideration. 
 
If I can be of further help, please let me know.  
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