
My Goals as an AJSA Trustee 

Jessica Smith 

 The American Junior Simmental Association has always been an important part of my 
life. Most of my enjoyable childhood memories are at the Regional and National Classics in the 
summer. As a young novice participant, I remember seeing an elite group of older members in 
their matching shirts and blazers. I could easily spot these leaders in the barns and tell that they 
really had a love for the Simmental breed. Ever since then, I’ve looked up to the AJSA Junior 
Board, and I decided to run for trustee as soon as I was of age. Now that I have already served 
one term as trustee, along with fulfilling the President position, I have experience working on the 
board. I hope to be elected to a second term, because I desire what is best for the AJSA. 

 Of my countless goals as a Trustee, there’s one that stands out above the rest. My most 
important goal would be to act as an appropriate role model for AJSA membership. Every good 
leader that I have desired to pattern myself after is honest, respectful, and dependable. I intend to 
represent these qualities and mentor the younger exhibitors throughout time. I aim to encourage 
them to believe in themselves. When on the AJSA Board, you are always in the spotlight. This 
makes it very important to uphold moral values and good character. 

 Another one of my goals is to be a more valuable ambassador for the breed. I can 
honestly say that SimGenetics excel above other breeds. I want to contribute to the growth of 
association by sharing information about the Simmental breed and communicating the attributes 
of our association and junior events. By traveling to meetings, national shows, and even events 
hosted by other breed associations, I would definitely achieve this goal. 

  The Junior Association is like the United States. It’s governed by the people for the 
people. The Board resembles the government and should handle issues professionally and 
orderly. Through the trustees, the “people” and their issues are heard. My goal is to be a better 
voice for the AJSA membership. If members have a problem with a rule or have a new idea, I 
want them to feel comfortable in talking to me about it so I can convey it to the rest of the Board. 
As I have these past two years, I will participate in all meetings and discussions actively to the 
best of my abilities. 

 One of my favorite quotes is by John F. Kennedy: “Ask not what your country can do for 
you – ask what you can do for your country.” To me personally, this relates to the American 
Junior Simmental Association. I want to give back to the great organization that helped to shape 
me into the individual I am today. By serving as a Trustee on the Junior Board, I feel as if I have 
already touched many lives of fellow Simmental breeders. I want to open up even more 
opportunities for AJSA members to benefit from AJSA events and programs. If I were never 
serve on the AJSA Board again, I feel as my service and accomplishments are something to be 
proud of.  



 

 
May 7, 2014 
 
Dear Members of the AJSA Trustee Selection Committee: 
 
I have had the pleasure of knowing Jessica Smith for the past nine years, and she was one of my 
most active 4-H’ers in the county.  I was her 4-H agent from the time she was eight years old until 
she was a senior in high school.  I have thoroughly enjoyed watching her grow up into the 
outstanding young lady she is today. 
 
While I was her 4-H agent, Jessica never limited her participation to just one 4-H project area; she 
participated in the total 4-H program.  However, Jessica’s main passion is the 4-H livestock project.   
To be as successful as Jessica is, it takes a lot of hard work, commitment, and dedication.  She 
exhibits all three characteristics.  One quality that stands out to me about Jessica is that she is 
always willing to help others.  She never hesitates to help the younger 4-H’ers improve their 
showmanship techniques, or lend a helping hand while getting animals ready to show.  Her strong 
work ethic is evident in that she does the work on the family farm for her show cows, whether it is 
feeding, watering, or fitting, she can be found doing it all. 
 
Jessica is a leader and a role model for the other 4-H’ers in Pearl River County.  She exhibits 
exceptional leadership qualities as a member of the different teams she has been a member of.  
Although there is not a designated leader of these teams, I saw her emerge as the “unofficial” leader 
of the other three team members.  By example, she encouraged members of her Livestock Judging 
Team and her Land Judging Team to work hard and practice for the national contests they attended.   
 
As a senior 4-H’er, Jessica was selected to represent Mississippi 4-H at the two premier 4-H events 
in the nation—National 4-H Conference and National 4-H Congress.  Jessica is also a member of the 
prestigious Mississippi 4-H All-Stars.  She also represented Mississippi 4-H at two national judging 
events after her teams finished first in the state.  The first was to the National 4-H Land Judging 
Contest in Oklahoma City, and the other was to the National 4-H Livestock Judging Contest in 
Denver, CO.  On both the trips, I couldn’t have asked for a better representative of Pearl River 
County 4-H.  I never had to worry about her because I knew that she would be setting a good 
example for our 4-H program. 
 
Jessica has the personality such that others tend to follow her lead and look to her for guidance. On 
the state level, Jessica has been a member of the State 4-H Leadership Team and served as the Vice 
President of the State 4-H Council.  She also previously served as the Southeast District Vice 
President.  Her responsibilities included making appearances at numerous events, giving speeches, 
attending meetings, helping lead 4-H State Congress, and more.  Jessica has also served as the 
leader of several groups on the local level, as she was President of the Pearl River County 4-H Jr. 
Livestock Association and president of her FFA chapter. 
 
 
 



On the national level, Jessica was named the 2012 National Jersey Queen after competing at the 
North America International Livestock Exposition (NAILE) in Louisville, KY.  She received this 
honor after being named the 2012 Mississippi Jersey Queen and then advancing to the national 
competition where she was judged on her knowledge of cattle, public speaking abilities, promotion 
of the dairy industry, and poise.  She represented the Jersey breed by traveling across the United 
States promoting the dairy industry. 
 
Jessica also currently serves on the American Junior Simmental Board as president.  This role 
allows her to travel throughout the United States representing her peers in the AJSA and promoting 
the breed.  She assists at numerous Simmental shows and serves as a role model and leader for the 
group.   
 
Jessica was selected as the 2013 Distinguished Young Woman of Pearl River County.  Throughout 
the year, she served as a role model for young women and an ambassador for the county.  She had 
the opportunity to visit local schools to speak to youth about “Being Your Best Self.”  She also led 
numerous community service projects and made a difference in Pearl River County.  Jessica 
represented Pearl River County in the Mississippi Distinguished Young Women Program, and Pearl 
River County could not have asked for a better representative! 
 
Jessica is an extremely talented vocalist.  However, what really impresses me the most is that 
Jessica took the initiative and used her talent to pursue a national college scholarship.  She 
competed in a national singing contest where she submitted a video of herself singing the national 
anthem.  The videos were posted online, and finalists were selected by online popular voting.  
Jessica was selected as one of the top four finalists in the nation and was invited to Nashville, TN, to 
record in a studio with a producer and a band.  She also filmed a television special with the other 
finalists.  She was one of four youth who received a national college scholarship. 
 
Jessica takes her responsibilities and commitments seriously.  She has competed numerous times in 
the livestock judging and dairy judging contests.  Two of Jessica’s biggest accomplishments have 
been winning the Premier Beef Exhibitor competition and the Replacement Beef Heifer Contest.  
She won the first time she competed in both of these contests.  She won an academic scholarship for 
the first contest, and a stock trailer for the second one.   
 
When Jessica commits to something, she does not quit.  She is self-motivated and driven to continually 
strive for the best in life.  Even now as Jessica has completed her freshman year in college, she continues 
to excel.  Most recently she was inducted into the honor society of Phi Theta Kappa for her academic 
achievements.  She is also a member of the show choir at Pearl River Community College. 
 
I believe Jessica exhibits the qualities that are necessary to serve as a trustee on the American 
Junior Simmental Board. She is a role model for other youth and will be an outstanding 
representative for your Association.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Meagan Scott 
Graduate Teaching Associate 
Oklahoma State University 
Agricultural Education, Communications & Leadership 
 



                                     Mississippi FFA Association 
                       255 Tracy Drive, Mailstop 9745 

              Mississippi State, Mississippi 39762 

                       “Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve” 

 
May 22, 2014 

 

Dear American Junior Simmental Association Election Committee: 

 

It is my honor and privilege to write this letter of recommendation for Jessica Nicole Smith, as a 

candidate for re-election on the American Junior Simmental Association Board of Directors.  I 

have known Jessica for two years, as she has represented the Pearl River Central FFA Chapter in 

many capacities on the state and national level. 

 

First and foremost, Jessica Smith is a very hardworking, dependable young woman.  She gives 

110% to every task and responsibility that she takes on.  She is very adept at balancing her 

schedule and fulfilling any and all commitments that she makes to herself, her family and the 

organizations that she represents.  She is a well-rounded, talented young woman who represents 

the agriculture industry and AJSAvery well.   

 

Jessica is a proven businesswoman and cattlewoman, as exhibited by the quality herd and show 

animals that she raises as part of her supervised agricultural experience program and 4H projects.  

She has represented your breed organization as the Junior Board President very well, and is very 

deserving of serving a second term.    

 

Jessica Nicole Smith is a very deserving young woman of any board position for which she is 

elected.  She possesses a quality character and high values that are a direct result of strong family 

support, hard work and a deep passion for agriculture, which would help her continue to serve 

the AJSA to the best of her ability.   

 

Thank you for considering Jessica Smith as candidate to your Junior Board of Directors. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Gayle Fortenberry 

State FFA Coordinator 

Mississippi Department of Education  
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